25th Sunday After Pentecost
Welcome to our Visitors: We are honored to have you
come to worship with us. You may find the worship of the
Ancient Church rather different. If you are unfamiliar
with the worship of the Byzantine Church, simply listen to
the Liturgy and allow the rest of the congregation to carry
you in worship. We understand Communion to be an act of the unity of
our Faith; however, while we work towards it, this unity regrettably
does not now exist. Therefore, only baptized Catholics in the State of
Grace are permitted to participate in Holy Communion.

DIVINE LITURGY AND PARISH CALENDAR
Sun. 30th
Mon. 1st

24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10 am Living & Deceased Parishioners
6 pm Blessed Repose of + James Washicko
(Jan & George Washicko)

Tues. 2nd No Liturgy
Wed. 3rd 6 pm Blessings Clergy & People of
Annunciation parish (Elizabeth Halahan)
th
Thurs. 4 No Liturgy
Fri. 5th 7 pm St. Nicholas Moleben
Sat. 6th
5 pm St Nicholas Divine Liturgy
Blessed Repose + George Villarin (Angelica Villarin)
6 pm ECF Play
6:30 pm Visit of St. Nicholas & Pot Luck
7:30 pm Christmas Tree Lighting
Sun. 7th 25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10 am Living & Deceased Parishioners

Weeklong Candle Intentions
ETERNAL LIGHT: Special Intentions of Fr. James
CHRIST: Blessed Repose + Bishop Andrew Pataki (Mary Lou Lloyd)
CHRIST: Special Intentions
THEOTOKOS: Special Intention (Helen Bruce)
THEOTOKOS: Special Intentions
CHRIST ENTHRONED: Special Intentions

Candle Intentions can be requested by filling out an envelope

Please remember in your prayers: Tom Brown (Brother of Sue
Petyo), David (brother of Marilyn Cooper), Mons. Vida and Mons.
Moran, Richard Sesma, Deanna Keefe, Jean Mayo (Rita’s Mother),
Rita and Robert Pipta, Ron Lowery & Family, Libby Distefano, Alex
Vida, Susan Dovin, Evdokiya Obushko, Robert M. Weil and Kay
Weil, Janet Lambert, Dolores Demko, and Ron & Carol and Gilbert
& Sally Pasmant, Ethan McArthur. That the Lord have mercy and
save His people undergoing persecution in Pakistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria,
Egypt and other lands.
THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER:
Lonely people. That all who suffer loneliness may experience the closeness of God and the support of others.
Mentors of seminarians and religious. That young seminarians and religious may have wise and well-formed mentors

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR MILITARY: Dennis
Lloyd, Scott Nale, Michael Perko, Matt Reynolds, Robert Skopeck
Jr.
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OUR ALTAR SERVERS
Erik Cline, Anthony Gath, Greg Gath, Marcus Cabrera, Ian,
Liam & Nigel Ward, Jonathan Weil, & Andrew Sarsam
EPISTLE READER / CANTOR REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
12/07/2014

REHEARSAL
Ron Pasmant
REHEARSAL
Marc Brown
REHEARSAL
Kester Bailey
REHEARSAL
Mike Petyo

12/14/2014
12/14/2014
12/21/2014
12/21/2014
12/28/2014

9:00 - 9:45 am
Ephesians 5:9-19
9:00 - 9:45 am
Colossians 3:4-11
9:00 - 9:45 am
Hebrews 11:9-10,32-40
9:00 - 9:45 am
Galatians 1:11-19

Tithes, Gifts & Finances: 23 November, 2014
Tithes
$2,830.00
Youth
10.05
Candles
108.00
Coffee Social
50.00
Holiday Bake Sale
1,711.00
Hall Rental (Catholic Coop) 1,040.00
Principal Reduction
2,332.00

Total

$ 8,081.05

FLOWER DONATIONS before the Icon of the Theotokos have been donated by Irene Knapp
Our Sincere Thanks to all who contributed to the materials for the gift
bags to the Homeless. You cannot
imagine how much they appreciate
your generosity. Proverbs 19:17
Whoever is generous to the poor lends
to the Lord, and He will repay him for his deed.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2014.
9:30 a.m.—noon. “Preparing for Christmas
with the Bible: How the Old Testament
Prophecies were fulfilled in the life of Jesus
Christ.” Presented by Father François Beyrouti.
This presentation will help everyone prepare spiritually for
Christmas. Please bring your Bibles and invite your family and
friends. All ages are welcome. (Recommended: The New American Bible). We will begin at exactly 10:00 a.m. A light lunch will
follow.

THE VOCATION TRAVELING ICON
is at the home of Doug & Suzanne Ward until Dec.
14th. Please join your prayers with theirs that the
Lord will bless His Holy Church with more priests,
monks and religious.
What could be more fun than gathering with your fellow parishioners
making the best nut, poppy seed and
apricot rolls in the Eparchy? Please
join us on Dec. 3rd and/or 4th to
help. Please contact Nina Erickson
for information at 714-491-2260 or
ninabob@sbc.global.net.
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The décor is also meant to remind the Carpatho-Rusyn peasant of
the mysteries of God becoming man and dwelling with us. The
table is covered with a decorated white cloth, symbolizing that
Christ came without sin; hay is scattered on the table and floor,
reminding Rusyns that He came in humility, born in a stable; and
an extra place is set at the table for Christ, symbolizing the Eastern Christian belief that Christ comes each year–ever present in
the Eastern Christian home.
Christmas Day is spent feasting while groups of carolers go from
home to home proclaming the Good News. And Carpatho-Rusyns
greet one another with the exchange:
Christ is Born! Hristos Razdajtsa!

THE HOLY SUPPER: One of the richest Traditons
of our eastern Churches is the Holy Supper celebrated
and shared on Christmas Eve. Below is an explanation
of by John J. Righetti “The Christmas celebration for Carpatho-Rusyns, an East Slavic people hailing from the Carpathian
Mountains of Eastern Europe, is steeped in ancient tradition. The
customs are a mystical blend of old pagan Slavic customs honoring ancestors and family with the revelations of Eastern Christianity.
The celebration’s main time is actually Christmas Eve, when
the Holy Supper (Svjatyj Vecur, Velija) is served. Many customs are associated with this solemn meal, and these customs can
vary from village to village and county to county.
In many Carpatho-Rusyn villages, the head of the household
takes some of the food first and feeds it to the animals, since the
animals in the stables were the first to witness the coming of the
Savior when He was born in a manger. This gesture is to help
assure a prosperous year for all of the family’s animals. (Also
animals are said to have the power to speak at midnight on
Christmas Eve and if the master has not been kind to them, they
can cry to God in heaven and He will know their complaints.)
In the middle of the table rests three key items – the icon of
the Nativity of Christ, the Kracun or Christmas bread, and a triple candle stand. The icon proclaims the mystery of the Nativity;
the bread – that the coming Christ is the bread of life: and the
candles – that through Christ’s coming the Trinity was revealed
to us. The kracun is then broken, passed around the table and
shared together. Then garlic cloves and honey are shared by all.
This must happen so that the family will stay together for the
coming year. In some Rusyn villages, the legs of the table are
bound by chains to “Keep the family together.”
Christmas Eve for Rusyns is a strict fast day. Therefore, all foods
served must be free of meat and dairy products. Twelve dishes
are served and these too vary from village to village. However,
some of the more common include mushroom, pea or bean and
sauerkraut soup, pirohy (dough stuffed with potatoes, kraut or
prunes) bolbalky (bread balls with kraut or honey and poppy
seeds), holubky(cabbage stuffed with rice or barley and mushrooms), fish, and prunes. (Basically, the dishes are served with
sweet dishes and sour dishes alternating to remind the participants of the joys and bitterness of life.—JRB)

Pamphlets containing the actual prayers for the Holy Supper
are available in the narthex.
PHILLIPIAN FAST HOLY DAY SCHEDULE :
Dec. 5th 7 pm Moleben to St. Nicholas
Dec. 6th 5pm Divine Liturgy for St. Nicholas
(followed by Children's play)
Dec 8th Maternity of St. Anna
9 am Divine Liturgy Steve Kopko
7:30 pm Divine Liturgy Bob Pipta
Dec. 12th 7:30 pm Theotokos of Guadalupe Bob Pipta
Dec. 13th 6 pm Vespers Mike Petyo

Dec. 21st 4:30 pm Christmas Choral Concert by St. Cecilia
Dec. 24th
Dec. 25th
Dec. 26th
Dec. 27th
27th

7 pm Great Compline with Matins
10 am Divine Liturgy
7 pm Divine Liturgy Bob Pipta
9 am Divine Litugy Steve Kopko
6 pm Vespers Bob Pipta

ST NICHOLAS COMES TO ANAHEIM
Step aside Mickey Mouse, someone far more
important is coming Dec. 6th to Annunciation Catholic Church: St Nicholas , the holy
Bishop of Myra! We will start the celebration the night before with a traditional Moleben to St. Nicholas on Friday at 7 pm. Saturday we will have a Divine Liturgy at 5 pm to
thank our Lord for such a remarkable example of holiness. At 6
pm the ECF children will perform a play which demonstrates the
importance of the saint in our everyday life. After that is a pot
luck (please bring a dish to pass for a minimum of 4 people). St.
Nicholas will be present to give gift bags to the children and to
receive a gift for the Precious Life Shelter. Items that they need
for their residents are listed below. (Feel free to bring any items
that you think might be helpful for young mothers.)
After St. Nicholas’ visit we
will light the Christmas Trees and sing traditional Carols. Please
plan on coming! Items for Precious Life Shelter:
Bassinet Sheets
Breast Milk Storage Bags
Baby Combs & Brushes
Baby Towels & Washcloths
Baby Monitors
Liquid Hand Soap

“Forever” Postage Stamps
Hair Brushes
AA/AAA Batteries
Toilet Paper/Napkins
Paper Towels
Gallon/Quart Ziploc Bags
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ST NICHOLAS OF MYRA The true story of Santa
Claus begins with Nicholas, who was born during the third century in the village of Patara. At the time the area was Greek and is
now on the southern coast of Turkey. His wealthy parents, who
raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an epidemic while
Nicholas was still young. Obeying Jesus' words to "sell what you
own and give the money to the poor," Nicholas used his whole
inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering. He
dedicated his life to serving God and was made Bishop of Myra
while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became known
throughout the land for his generosity to those in need, his love
for children, and his concern for sailors and ships.
Under the Roman Emperor Diocletian, who ruthlessly persecuted Christians, Bishop Nicholas suffered for his faith,
was exiled and imprisoned. The prisons
were so full of bishops, priests, and deacons, there was no room for the real criminals—murderers, thieves and robbers. After
his release, Nicholas attended the Council
of Nicaea in AD 325. He died December 6,
AD 343 in Myra and was buried in his cathedral church, where a
unique relic, called manna, formed in his grave. This liquid substance, said to have healing powers, fostered the growth of devotion to Nicholas. The anniversary of his death became a day of
celebration, St. Nicholas Day, December 6th (December 19 on
the Julian Calendar).
Through the centuries many stories and legends have
been told of St. Nicholas' life and deeds. These accounts help us
understand his extraordinary character and why he is so beloved
and revered as protector and helper of those in need.
One story tells of a poor man with three
daughters. In those days a young woman's
father had to offer prospective husbands
something of value—a dowry. The larger
the dowry, the better the chance that a young
woman would find a good husband. Without
a dowry, a woman was unlikely to marry.
This poor man's daughters, without dowries,
were therefore destined to be sold into slavery. Mysteriously, on three different occasions, a bag of gold
appeared in their home-providing the needed dowries. The bags
of gold, tossed through an open window, are said to have landed
in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. This led to the
custom of children hanging stockings or putting out shoes, eagerly awaiting gifts from Saint Nicholas. Sometimes the story is
told with gold balls instead of bags of gold. That is why three
gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of the symbols for St. Nicholas. And so St. Nicholas is a gift-giver.
Another story tells of three theological students, traveling on their way to
study in Athens. A wicked innkeeper robbed
and murdered them, hiding their remains in a
large pickling tub. It so happened that
Bishop Nicholas, traveling along the same
route, stopped at this very inn. In the night
he dreamed of the crime, got up, and summoned the innkeeper. As Nicholas prayed
earnestly to God the three boys were restored to life and wholeness. In France the story is told of three
small children, wandering in their play until lost, lured, and
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captured by an evil butcher. St. Nicholas appears and appeals to
God to return them to life and to their families. And so St. Nicholas is the patron and protector of children.
Other stories tell of Nicholas saving his people from famine, sparing the lives of those
innocently accused, and much more. He did
many kind and generous deeds in secret, expecting nothing in return. Within a century of
his death he was celebrated as a saint. Today
he is venerated in the East as wonder, or
miracle worker and in the West as patron of a
great variety of persons-children, mariners,
bankers, pawn-brokers, scholars, orphans, laborers, travelers,
merchants, judges, paupers, marriageable maidens, students, children, sailors, victims of judicial mistakes, captives, perfumers,
even thieves and murderers! He is known as the friend and protector of all in trouble or need.
Sailors, claiming St. Nicholas as patron, carried stories of his
favor and protection far and wide. St. Nicholas chapels were built
in many seaports. As his popularity spread during the Middle
Ages, he became the patron saint of Apulia (Italy), Sicily,
Greece, and Lorraine (France), and many cities in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Russia, Belgium, and the Netherlands.
Following his baptism, Grand Prince Vladimir I brought St.
Nicholas' stories and devotion to St. Nicholas to his homeland
where Nicholas became the most beloved saint. Nicholas was so
widely revered that thousands of churches were named for him,
including three hundred in Belgium, thirty-four in Rome, twentythree in the Netherlands and more than four hundred in England.
Nicholas' tomb in Myra became a popular
place of pilgrimage. Because of the many
wars and attacks in the region, some Christians were concerned that access to the tomb
might become difficult. For both the religious and commercial advantages of a major
pilgrimage site, the Italian cities of Venice
and Bari vied to get the Nicholas relics. In
the spring of 1087, sailors from Bari succeeded in spiriting away the bones, bringing them to Bari, a seaport on the southeast coast of Italy. An impressive church was
built over St. Nicholas' crypt and many faithful journeyed to
honor the saint who had rescued children, prisoners, sailors, famine victims, and many others through his compassion, generosity,
and the countless miracles attributed to his intercession. The
Nicholas shrine in Bari was one of medieval Europe's great pilgrimage centers and Nicholas became known as "Saint in Bari."
To this day pilgrims and tourists visit Bari's great Basilica di San
Nicola.
Through the centuries St. Nicholas has continued to be
venerated by Catholics and Orthodox and honored by Protestants.
By his example of generosity to those in need, especially children, St. Nicholas continues to be a model for the compassionate
life.

