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SUNDAY LITURGY

10:00 am All Holy Services are

livestreamed on
facebook.com/
stephen.washko

DAILY LITURGIES

9:00 am
No Liturgy on CONFESSIONS Before
Wednesday all Services Sunday 9:00
Office is Closed am Daily 8:30 am or by
HOLYDAYS appointment

Vesper/Liturgy 7:30 pm
Feast Day Liturgy
9:00 am

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday

¥ Allergy Alert contact Father
or Deacon before the Liturgy if
E you have problems in receiving
L9 Holy Communion under both
forms. Bread & Wine

10am-4pm
Closed on Tuesdays & Wednesdays. BAPTISM/CHRISMATION & EUCHARIST scheduled for the
Please Call before coming to the office. 10 am Liturgy. Membership in parish & preparation classes

required.

PARISH ADVISORY COUNCIL MYSTERY OF CROWNING Arrangements are made 6
Nina Erickson, Beth Gath, Bruce Terry, Jan months in advance. PreCana instructions required.
Washicko, Sherill Franklin, & Ed & Katrina Chow

ANOINTING OF THE SICK Family members or friends

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL must contact the parish office. Anointing are also giving in
Irene Lovas, Stephen Kopko, Jan Washicko church after the Liturgy on request.

EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION QUINCEANERA must be registered member of the parish.
September -June on Sundays after the parish

Liturgy. Beth Gath Coordinator GIFT SHOP is open on Sunday morning after the 10 am

L. Liturgy till noon Jessica Coordinator
Need a Spiritual Home

Contact the Parish Office

THE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF PHOENIX

Served by subscribes to the
Right Reverend Stephen G Washko, pastor Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People
abcc72069@gmail.com adopted by the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops.
Facebook.com/stephen.washko The Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions and programs, is committed to

assuring a safe environment in ministry for its children and vulnerable adults
that conforms to the Charter for Protection of Children and Young People.
For additional information regarding the eparchial Safe Environment Program
or to report any incidents of concerns, please contact:

Deacon Greg Gath
gatham@gmail.com

facebook.com/annunciation.byzantine Fr. Den. Michael Hanafin
Eparchial Web Page: www.ephx.org Victim Assistance Coordinator
_Eparchial facebook.com/hpmcatholic Cell: (480) 307-5182 - - email: vac@ephx.org
Sbdcn. Paul E. Kilroy
On-Line Contributions & Tithing Safe Environment Program Coordinator

Office: (602) 861-9778 ext. 205 - - Cell: (480) 745-0316

Available at our Web Site. Donate . .
email: sbdcnkilroy@ephx.org



Sunday of Forefathers Tone 2

ALL THE LITURGIES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON
facebook.com/stephen.washko

The page numbers noted are for the Green Pew Books

Schedule of Holy Services
Sat Dec 13 Martyrs Eustratius & others, p. 381
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God’s blessing on Vicente
Martinez by the Gath Family
Hebrew Readings for Sunday
Judges 13:1-5. 24-25, 14: 1 — 20 & Isaiah 25:1-9.

Sunday Dec 14 SUNDAY OF THE
FOREFATHERS & TONE 2, P. 281 & 130

9:00 am Confessions & Choir Practice
9:40 am Third Hour

10:00 am Liturgy for our Parish Members
11:45 am ECF Classes & Enquiry Meet

Mon Dec 15 Bishop-Martyr Eleutherius, p. 383
9:00 am Divine Liturgy Thanksgiving for Jessica
Baltazar by Clementine Baltazar

Tue Dec 16 Prophet Haggai, p. 366
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God'’s blessing on
Eric & Melinda by Jeannie Beltran

Wed Dec 17 Parish Office is Closed
No morning Liturgy

Thur Dec 18 Martyrs Sebastian & others, p. 381
9:00 am Divine Liturgy +Margaret
Dessureault by Fr Stephen

Fri Dec 19 Martyr Boniface, p. 383
9:00 am Divine Liturgy +Alex & Ann Sawko
by Paul Sawko

Sat Dec 20 Saturday before Christmas, p. 274
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God'’s blessing on
Jennifer, Peters by Jessica Hoskinson

Hebrew Readings for Sunday
Sirach 4:1-15 & Isaiah 11:1-9

Sunday, Dec 21 SUNDAY ANCESTORS, TONE 3,

p. 281 & 135

9:00 am Confessions & Choir Practice
9:40 am Third Hour

10:00 am Liturgy for our parish members
11:45 am ECF Classes & Enquiry Meet

December 14, 2025

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
I ord of all, you call every one of us to come to the

banquet of your heavenly kingdom. We implore
you to give our Church an increase of faithful

servants who go into the world and compel people to

enter this same banquet, especially for clergy and

monastics who share your love and goodness to the

world, we pray you hear and have mercy.

“Go out into the highways
and hedges, and compel
people to come in, so that
my house may be filled.”
Our gracious Lord seeks
to bring all people who
are willing to his heavenly
banquet. His servants are
called to reach out to the
ends of the earth so that
his house may be filled.
While this is the calling of
all Christians, those called to the priesthood, diaconate,
minor orders, monastic and religious life do so in a
special way. If this may be your calling, contact the
Vocations Office at 602-861-9778 or email:
vocations@ephx.org

TRAVELING PILGRIM VOCATION ICON
TODAY

Dec 14-20 Jessica Baltazar

Dec 21-27 Michael Bergeron

Be sure to return the Icon Box & Prayers to the Tetrapod

when you come to church on Sunday in time for the next
household.

LECTOR SCHEDULE

Choir practice at 9:00 am before the 10:00 am Divine
Liturgy. Contact Stephen Kopko

Dec. 14th.Mike Petyo Dec. 21st. Kester Bailey
Dec. 25th.Mike Petyo Dec. 28th. George Petyo

7 DAY CANDLE OFFERING
The special envelopes are available on the greeting table.
The donation for the Icon Candles are $10.
Eternal Light-Candle
Blessing on Dcn Greg & Beth Gath
by John & Linda Crans
Icon of Our Lord
Joshua, Benjamin & Zachary Peters
by Jessica Hoskinson
Icon of Theotokos


http://facebook.com/stephen.washko
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December 14, 2025

PRAYERS NEEDED

Parishioners Homebound: Dr Stephen Torday, Helen
Bruce, Nancy Nester, Andy Spisak & Sal & Gloria Solis.
Special needs: Susan Dean, James Urchek, Lance
Flambruse, Robert & Rita Pipta, Deanana Bettenhausen,
Frances Bisaha, Annabelle Rock, Kathy Gibbons, Bill
Counihan, Michael Bergeron, Helen Malinick, John
Crans, Lisa Marich, Nina Erickson, Chuck & Tanya
Johnson, Joanne Kopko, Angelica Villarin & A plea for
employment, Thanksgiving for grace received.
Expectant Mother: Guadelupe Ceron

Clergy needs: Fr Christopher Zugger, Fr Robert Rankin,
Fr Marcus Gomori & Fr Lee Perry.

* Bring your special gift to the parish hall or leave it at
the Angel Tree.

* Each child should have a gift to give St. Nicholas when

they visit with him. Please see Beth Gath if you have any

questions.

Thank you!

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME BISHOP ROBERT PIPTA He will be the
main celebrant for this mornings Liturgy. He will join us
for our Special St Nicholas Celebration.

+MARGARET DESSUREAULT fell asleep in the Lord
this past week. Kindly remember her in your prayers. The
Holy Services will be held in January at Riverside

Veterans Cemetery. Eternal Memory and Blessed Repose.

INQUIRY SESSIONS for Adults will take place in the
lower level of the parish hall with Mr. Eddie Chow &
Deacon Greg

MISSION TRIP TO ATHENS, GREECE (June 8-20,
2026) for young adults organized by the Office of Youth
and Young Adults Ministry of the Archeparchy of
Pittsburgh. This mission opportunity is open to young
adults ages 18-35, and as of now there are 7 spots still
available. See archpitt.org for more information.

TITHING AND ATTENDANCE REPORT
Our Stewardship for December 7
Attendance: 120 Souls
Adult Tithes: $3,771.00, Coffee Social: $53.00, Sanctuary
Fund: $170.00 & Thanksgiving: $600.00, Retired Clergy:
$685.00, Gift Shop: $333.00, Bake Sale: $312.00.
Our collection for the Retired Religious Fund is
happening Dec 12/13, this is a nationwide collection
among all Catholics to support the retirement of
thousands of elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests. Use your check or envelope to designate your gift.
On-line Giving go to our Web Page click on “Donate”
annunciationbyzantine.org click on “DONATE”Thank
you for your generous tithing and special gifts to support
our Church and its Mission to bring Christ to the World.
Thank you!

GETTING READY FOR ST.
NICHOLAS..
ANGEL TREE—-located in the
Narthex of the Church
This year as part of our
celebration of St. Nicholas day
we will bring gifts for the
residents of the Precious Life
Shelter in Los Alamitos which
provides housing and support for
mothers in crisis pregnancies.
Everyone is invited to
take an angel from the tree and bring the gift listed on the
angle. December 14, the day of our St. Nicholas Day
celebration.
Please note the following:
* The gift should be in a bag UNWRAPPED

APPROAGH WITH FEAR OF GOD &
WITH FAITH!

The Gospel today deals with the parable of the
great supper to which many were invited, but they all
excused themselves, offering flimsy excuses. This
Gospel supper is symbolic of the Mystical Supper to
which we are all invited. This Mystical supper is the
Holy Eucharist to which we are called every time we
attend the Divine Liturgy.

The priest, in the name of Jesus, extends the invitation to
us with the words: “Approach with fear of God and with
faith!”

Though the priest, Jesus invites us to “Taste and see how
good the Lord is.” Those who come with reverence and
faith can see Him with spiritual eyes under the
appearance of bread and wine. In faith we are mystically
taken back to the Upper room of the Last Supper where
the Holy Eucharist was instituted and distributed by Jesus
Himself. We can hear His words of invitation: “Take,
eat, this a my Body, which is broken for you....” “Drink
of this, all of you, this is My Blood of the New
Testament, which is shed for you and for many, for the
remission of sins.” Jesus is really and truly present in the
Holy Eucharist.

The benefits of frequent Holy Communion are many.
This is expressed in the prayer of thanksgiving after
Communion in the Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the
Great: “We give You thanks, O Lord our God, for
participating in the well-being, sanctification, and
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cleansing of our souls and bodies. Grant, O Lord of All,
that the Communion of the holy Body and Blood of Your
Christ may be to us the occasion of a faith openly
professed, a sincere love, fullness of wisdom, cleansing of
our soul and body; defeat of every enemy, fulfillment of
Your Holy Commandments, and an acceptable defense
before the awesome judgment seat of Christ.

Let us not make flimsy excuses like the people of today’s
Gospel, but approach Holy Communion with sincere
faith, saying: “I believe and profess that this, which [ am
about to receive, is truly Your most precious Body and
Your life giving Blood.”

THE NATIVITY FAST

Fasting is not just about food
FAST from self-concern and
FEAST on compassion for others.
FAST from discouragement and
FEAST on hope.

FAST from lethargy and

FEAST on enthusiasm.

FAST from suspicion and

FEAST on truth.

FAST from thoughts that weaken and
FEAST on promises that inspire.
FAST from shadows of sorrow and
FEAST on the sunlight of serenity.
FAST from idle gossip and
FEAST on purposeful silence.
FAST from problems that overwhelm you and
FEAST on prayer that sustains.
FAST from criticism and

FEAST on praise.

FAST from self-pity and

FEAST on joy.

FAST from ill-temper and

FEAST on peace.

FAST from resentment and
FEAST on contentment.

FAST from jealousy and

FEAST on love.

FAST from pride and

FEAST on humility.

FAST from selfishness and
FEAST on service.

Ghristmas & Theophany Schedule

Confessions not heard on Christmas
Dec 23 Tuesday Office of Readings...7:30 am

Dec 24 Wednesday Christmas Vigil Strict Fast
Christmas Carols ...................... 7:00 pm

Vesper/Liturgy of St Basil ............ 7:30 pm

Dec 25 Thursday CHRISTMAS DAY
Christmas Carols .......cccovvvveenn. .. 9:30 am

Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom...10:00 am

December 14, 2025

Dec 26 Friday Solemn Holy Day Synacxis of the
Theotokos

Divine Liturgy...........ocoevenvnnn... 7:30 pm

Dec 27 Saturday Feast of St. Stephen
Divine Liturgy.................. 9:00 am

2026

Dec 31 Wednesday Circumcision of our Lord & the

Feast of Saint Basil Solemn Holy Day
Vesper/Liturgy of Saint Basil ....... 7:30 pm

Jan 1 Thursday Solemn Holy Day
Divine Liturgy of St Basil.......... 9:00 am

THEOPHANY-BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Holy day of Obligation

Jan 5 Monday Vigil & Strict Fast
Office of Readings..........c....cooeuennt. 9:00 am

Vesper/Liturgy of St. Basil the Great.....7:30 pm

Jan 6 Tuesday The Feast Day
Divine Liturgy..........c.coovvninen... 9:00 am

After both Holy Services there is the Great Blessing of
Water. Be sure to bring your containers for the Holy
Water.

THE HOLY SUPPER ON CHRISTMAS EVE

Sharing a special, family meal, different from all other times o the year, has always been
an important part of our Christmas celebration. Today many families look back on and
cherish childhood memories of the “Holy Supper”. The various foods and customs
surrounding this meal differed from village to village, indeed from family to family, and
this became part of each family’s heritage. Yet this custom of taking time to gather
together in joy as a family and to share a special meal is not only something for fond
memories but a vital way of reaffirming today God’s love for the world, a vital way of
reaffirming the importance of the family where we kam to lovs and be loved. Begimning
owr Cluistinas celebration wita “Holy Supper™ is just as meaningful today as it was years
ago; perhaps it is needed even more now than ever before.

Holy Supper usually begins atl twilight when the *first start’ appears. The table is covered
with white tablecioth in memory of (he swaddling clothes of Christ. Hay or straw is
strewn an the table to remind us of the poverty of the cave Jesus was born in. A large loaf
of bread is the centzarpiece of the table symbolizing Christ the Bread of Life. A candle in
the center of this biead recalls the Star of Bethlchem, which led men to worship the tue
Light of the World. This bread, along with garlic and honey, is shated by all present.
Holy Supper begins with prayer in Thanksgiving for all the blessings of the past year and
prayer for all good things in (he coming year.

Following Holy Suoper, the eatire family joins in singing Christmas carols.

The following foods maybe used:
. Lentil soup, pea soup, cabbage soup

mushrooms & gravy or carrots & gravy
wafer or Christmas bread

honey balls (baked bread with honey), soda bread, ¢r bobka
mashed potatoes

sauerkraut

pirohi or cheese ravioli; pasta or rice
boiled green vegetables

stuffed cabbage, grape leaves or squash
boiled rice

boiled fish, cod, haiibut, bacala, shrimp, etc
nut or apricot rolls or pull apart cake
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