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Schedule of Holy Services
Sat Dec 6 Solemn Feast, p. 274
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God'’s blessing on
Jose Rafael by the Gath Family
Hebrew Readings for Sunday
Numbers 12:1-15 & 2 Kings 5:1-19
Sunday, Dec 7 24th SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST TONE 1, p. 125

9:00 am Confessions & Choir Practice
9:40 am Third Hour

10:00 am Liturgy for our parish members
11:45 am ECF Classes & Enquiry Meet

SOLEMN HOLY DAY OF THE MATERNITY OF
HOLY ANNA, p. 277 Mitigation of the Fasting for the
Feast

Mon Dec 8 7:30 pm Divine Liturgy God'’s blessing on
Gianna Kosakowski by Jessica Hoskinson

Tue Dec 9 Venerable Patapius, p. 376
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God’s blessing on
The Vann Family by James Yutronich

Wed Dec 10 Parish Office is Closed
No morning Liturgy

Thur Dec 11 Venerable Daniel the Stylite, p. 376
9:00 am Divine Liturgy +Miklos Kovacs by Fr
Stephen
Fri Dec 12 OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
Mitigation of the Fasting for the Feast
9:00 am Divine Liturgy +Steve & Mary
Washko by Fr Stephen

Sat Dec 13 Martyrs Eustratius & others, p. 381
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God’s blessing on Vicente
Martinez by the Gath Family
Hebrew Readings for Sunday
Judges 13:1-5. 24-25, 14: 1 — 20 & Isaiah 25:1-9.

Sunday Dec 14 SUNDAY OF THE
FOREFATHERS & TONE 2, P. 281 & 130

9:00 am Confessions & Choir Practice
9:40 am Third Hour

10:00 am Liturgy for our Parish Members
11:45 am ECF Classes & Enquiry Meet

Friday 12/12 OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
Troparion- Tone 4:
When you appeared in
the New World, O
Mother of God, you
fixed your image on Juan
Diego’s rose-laden films.
All the poor, hungry and
oppressed seek you,
Lady of Guadalupe. We
gaze upon your
miraculous icon and find
hope, crying out to your
Son concealed in your
womb: Hear our plea for
justice, O Most merciful
Lord.

Kontakion, Tone 7: No **
longer shall the New World lie wounded in useless blood
sacrifice, for she who is clothed with the used has
revealed the Son to us. O Mother of the Americas, imprint
his name upon our hearts, just as you wove your image
into the cactus cloth. Teach your children to cry out: O
Christ God, our hope, glory to you.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

hrist our God, we
thank you for
your supreme gift

of your life for us which
shows us how to enter
the kingdom of God. We
pray and beseech you to
give your Church a rich
abundance of vocations
to the priesthood,
diaconate in Christ and
monastic orders so that
your Church may thrive and bring your life to the world,
we pray you hear and have mercy.

“The things which are impossible with men are
possible with God!” The rich ruler was called to give all
that he had to follow Jesus. We are all called to do this in
our own manner, and those called to vocations of
monastic life and holy orders do so in special way. Is a
life of service and faithfulness to God and His Church as
a priest, deacon, subdeacon, monk or nun something that
may be for you or someone that you know? Contact the
Vocations Office at 602-861-9778 or email:
vocations@ephx.org

TRAVELING PILGRIM VOCATION ICON
TODAY

Dec 7-13 Able & Guadalupe Ceron

Dec 14-20 Jessica Baltazar

Dec 21-27 Michael Bergeron
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Be sure to return the Icon Box & Prayers to the Tetrapod
when you come to church on Sunday in time for the next

household.

LECTOR SCHEDULE

Choir practice at 9:00 am before the 10:00 am Divine
Liturgy. Contact Stephen Kopko

Dec. 7th. Sherrill Franklin Dec. 14th.Mike Petyo
Dec. 21st. Kester Bailey Dec. 25th.Mike Petyo
Dec. 28th. George Petyo

7 DAY CANDLE OFFERING
The special envelopes are available on the greeting table.
The donation for the Icon Candles are $10.
Eternal Light-Candle
God’s blessing on Msgr Michael Moran
by John & Linda Crans
Icon of Our Lord
Peace in the Middle East by Michael Bergeron
Icon of Theotokos
Peace in Ukraine by Michael Bergeron
Paul Noonan by George & Jan Washicko
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use is listed on the envelope and is as follows:
admin@missionboronyavo.org

INQUIRY SESSIONS for Adults will take place in the
lower level of the parish hall with Mr. Eddie Chow &
Deacon Greg

MISSION TRIP TO ATHENS, GREECE (June 8-20,
2026) for young adults organized by the Office of Youth
and Young Adults Ministry of the Archeparchy of
Pittsburgh. This mission opportunity is open to young
adults ages 18-35, and as of now there are 7 spots still
available. See archpitt.org for more information.

PRAYERS NEEDED

Parishioners Homebound: Dr Stephen Torday, Helen
Bruce, Margaret Dessureault, Nancy Nester, Andy Spisak
& Sal & Gloria Solis.

Special needs: Susan Dean, James Urchek, Lance
Flambruse, Robert & Rita Pipta, Deanana Bettenhausen,
Frances Bisaha, Annabelle Rock, Kathy Gibbons, Bill
Counihan, Michael Bergeron, Helen Malinick, John
Crans, Lisa Marich, Nina Erickson, Chuck & Tanya
Johnson, Joanne Kopko, Angelica Villarin & A plea for
employment, Thanksgiving for grace received.
Expectant Mother: Guadelupe Ceron

Clergy needs: Fr Christopher Zugger, Fr Robert Rankin,
Fr Marcus Gomori & Fr Lee Perry.

GETTING READY FOR ST.

NICHOLAS..

ANGEL TREE—Ilocated in

the Narthex of the Church
This year as part of our

celebration of St. Nicholas day

we will bring gifts for the

residents of the Precious Life

Shelter in Los Alamitos which

provides housing and support for

mothers in crisis pregnancies.
Everyone is invited to

take an angel from the tree and bring the gift listed on the

angle. December 14, the day of our St. Nicholas Day

celebration.

Please note the following:

* The gift should be in a bag UNWRAPPED

* Bring your special gift to the parish hall or leave it at

the Angel Tree.

* Each child should have a gift to give St. Nicholas when

they visit with him. Please see Beth Gath if you have any

questions.

Thank you!

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU to our Christmas Decorating committee.
They wanted to make St Nicholas Feast Celebration
Special especially that Bishop Robert Pipta will be here
for our December 14th celebration of St Nicholas.

ALEXANDER HUBER his assignment will come an
end here at Annunciation on Monday December 15. He
will continue his special assignment at St George’s Parish
in Olympia, Washington.

Please return your Christmas card payment & prayer
list/s by December 15th. If they arrive after that date, the
Mission Society will do their best to get them to Ukraine.
If you would like to make certain your prayer list/s have
been received timely, you are welcome to e-mail the
names OR you can scan the list and e-mail. The e-mail to

TITHING AND ATTENDANCE REPORT
Our Stewardship for November 30
Attendance: 100 Souls
Adult Tithes: $4,317.00, Candles: $215.00, Sanctuary
Fund: $70.00 & Thanksgiving: $140.00. +Dennis Rock
Memorial: $86.00 , Bake Sale: $272.00 & T-Mobile:
$3,041.75.
Our collection for the Retired Religious Fund is
happening Dec 12/13, this is a nationwide collection
among all Catholics to support the retirement of
thousands of elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests. Use your check or envelope to designate your gift.
On-line Giving go to our Web Page click on “Donate”
annunciationbyzantine.org click on “DONATE”Thank
you for your generous tithing and special gifts to support
our Church and its Mission to bring Christ to the World.
Thank you!
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26th Sunday after Pentecost
Ghristmas & Theophany Schedule

Confessions not heard on Christmas
Dec 23 Tuesday Office of Readings...9:00 am

Dec 24 Wednesday Christmas Vigil Strict Fast
Christmas Carols ...................... 7:00 pm

Vesper/Liturgy of St Basil ............ 7:30 pm

Dec 25 Thursday CHRISTMAS DAY
Christmas Carols ..............ooen. 9:30 am

Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom...10:00 am

Dec 26 Friday Solemn Holy Day Synacxis of the
Theotokos

Divine Liturgy...........coovvevnnn.n. 7:30 pm

Dec 27 Saturday Feast of St. Stephen
Divine Liturgy.................. 9:00 am

2026

Dec 31 Wednesday Circumcision of our Lord & the

Feast of Saint Basil Solemn Holy Day
Vesper/Liturgy of Saint Basil ....... 7:30 pm

Jan 1 Thursday Solemn Holy Day
Divine Liturgy of St Basil.......... 9:00 am

THEOPHANY-BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Holy day of Obligation

Jan S Monday Vigil & Strict Fast
Office of Readings......................... 9:00 am

Vesper/Liturgy of St. Basil the Great.....7:30 pm

Jan 6 Tuesday The Feast Day
Divine Liturgy...........coovvnanen... 9:00 am
After both Holy Services there is the Great Blessing of
Water. Be sure to bring your containers for the Holy
Water.

December 8) — Conception of St. Ann Mary, Ever-
Virgin By Fr. Jack Custer

Have you ever noticed the three stars on icons of the
Mother of God: one on her forehead and one on each of her
shoulders? These stars express the doctrine that Mary was a
virgin when she conceived the Son of God and remained a
virgin in giving Him birth and for the rest of her life. All this is
summed up in the title “Ever-Virgin” (prisnod’iva).

Isaiah predicted the virgin birth of “God with us” more
than seven hundred years before it occurred: “Behold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son and call his name
Emmanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). Both Saint Matthew and Saint Luke
take pains to make clear that Mary’s conception involved no
human father (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38).

Why would the Church insist on Mary’s intact
virginity even in the moment of giving birth? The travails of
childbirth (what Saint John calls being born “of blood;” John
1:12) are a consequence of the sin of Eve (Genesis 3:16). Such
pain has no place when a virgin “full of grace” (Luke 1:26)
gives human birth to the perfect Son of God who is like us in
every way except sin (Hebrews 4:15).
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Once again, it is Isaiah (66:7) who foresees this fact:
“Before she goes into labor, she gives birth; before the pains
come upon her, she delivers a son.” In this final section of his
prophecies, Isaiah frequently addresses “Zion” as both “bride”
of the Lord and “mother” of His people. Extravagant promises
are made about Zion which were never fulfilled in the history
of Jerusalem as a place or Israel as a nation. Clearly, no other
woman has ever claimed to give birth as Isaiah describes. The
Church refers these prophecies of Zion to Mary as both Mother
of Jesus and Mother of His Church (John 19:27). Mary herself
seems to quote Isaiah 66:2 when she responds to the
Annunciation by saying, “He (God) as looked with favor on his
lowly servant.”

A further prediction of Mary’s perpetual virginity can
be found in Ezekiel’s vision of a Temple more perfect than was
ever built in the earthly Jerusalem. The Lord tells Ezekiel
regarding its eastern gate: “This gate is to remain shut. It must
not be opened; no one may enter through it. It is to remain shut
because the Lord, the God of Israel, has entered through it. The
prince himself is the only one who may sit inside the gateway
to eat in the presence of the Lord. He is to enter by way of the
portico of the gateway and go out the same way” (Ezekiel
44:2-3). The last Temple in Jerusalem was reduced to rubble in
70 AD; the Lord’s word to His prophet must describe
something else that remains true even today. Mary, who bore
God in her womb, is the full and final meaning behind what
Scripture says about the mere Temple building.

People who deny the triple virginity of the Mother of
God will cite Matthew 1:25, which says that Mary “had no
relations until she brought forth her first-born son,” seemingly
conceding that she did have such relations afterward. In fact,
Matthew neither affirms nor denies anything about the
aftermath of Jesus’ birth. At this moment in the Gospel, Saint
Matthew’s focus is on a conception and birth that literally
fulfils Isaiah’s prophecy about the virgin (7:14). Furthermore,
“until” has a broader meaning in the languages of Scripture. In
English, “until” marks the point at which something changes: “I
won’t sleep until I finish all my work” implies that as soon as
the work is done, I will sleep. There are other places in the
Bible where the Hebrew or Greek words translated as “until”
do not mean that the situation before “until” changed
afterwards. One good example is 1 Corinthians 15:25, where
Christ obviously continues to reign after the subjection of all
His enemies (confirmed by Luke 1:33). The other potential
challenge to Mary’s perpetual virginity is Saint John’s vision of
“a great sign” in heaven: “a woman clothed with the sun, with
the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her
head. She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about
to give birth” (Revelation 12:1). Two observations help clarify
this text. First, Saint John calls his vision a “sign,” not a
prophecy nor a description of historical fact. Signs can convey
multiple meanings. The complete text of Revelation 12:1-6
describes two different births simultaneously (just as Saint John
does in the Gospel: 1:12-14). The heavenly woman is a sign of
the Virgin who bore the Son of God. She is also a sign of the
Theotokos as Mother of the Church (John 19:27) which gives
rebirth (John 1:12; 3:5) to disciples. The cause of her travail is
the Dragon who always threatens to devour reborn Christians
(Revelation 12:4-6). We see this very same alternation between
giving birth to one and giving birth to many in Isaiah’s
prophecy about Zion. Immediately after describing painless
birth of one son, the prophet continues: “Yet no sooner is Zion
in labor than she gives birth to her children” (Isaiah 66:8).



