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Schedule of Holy Services
Sat Jan 17 Venerable Anthony the Great, p. 376
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God'’s Blessing on the
Lammers Family by Catherine Gath
Hebrew Readings for Sunday
Genesis 18:1-14 & 2 Exodus 33:7-23

Sunday, Jan 18 SUNDAY OF ZACCHAEUS TONE

7, p- 156
9:00 am Confessions & Choir Practice
9:40 am Third Hour
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
for our parish members
11:45 am ECF Classes & Enquiry Meet

Martin Luther King-Civil Holiday
Mon Jan 19, Venerable Macarius, p. 376
9:00 am Divine Liturgy Happy Birthday
George Washicko by Jan Washicko

Tue Jan 20, Venerable Euthymius the Great, p. 376
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God'’s blessing on
Dennis Dutt by Angelica

Wed Jan 21, Parish Office is Closed
No Morning Liturgy

Thur Jan 22, Apostle Timothy p. 368
9:00 am Divine Liturgy Special intention for
Stephen Washicko by George & Jan

Fri Jan 23, Martyr Clement of Ancyra, p. 379
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God'’s blessing on
Irene Lovas by a friend

Sat Jan 24 p. Venerable Xenia, p. 397
9:00 am Divine Liturgy Happy Birthday Nancy
Washicko by George & Jan Washicko

Hebrew Readings for Sunday
Sirach 3:17-27 & Sirach 10:7-18
Jan 25 SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN &
PHARISEE & TONE 8, P. 161 & 215

9:00 am Confessions & Choir Practice
9:40 am Third Hour

10:00 am Liturgy for our Parish Members
11:45 am ECF Classes & Enquiry Meet
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PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
ord our God, grant us hearts like Zacchaeus who
I searched for and found your salvation, give us men
and women who are open to sharing this salvation
by answering when you call
them to holy orders or to the
religious and consecrated
life, we pray you, hear and
have mercy.

“Today salvation has come
to this house.” Our Great
God and Savior has come to
save the world. Have you
experienced His salvation in
your “house”? Would you
like to share this life with the world through a calling to
holy orders, religious or monastic life? Contact the
Vocations Office at 602-861-9778 or email:
vocations@ephx.org

LECTOR SCHEDULE

Choir practice at 9:00 am before the 10:00 am Divine
Liturgy. Contact Stephen Kopko

Jan 18 Sherill Franklin Jan 25 George Petyo

Feb 1 Kester Bailey Feb 8 Michael Petyo

Feb 15 Sherrill Franklin Feb 22 George Petyo

7 DAY CANDLE OFFERING
The special envelopes are available on the greeting table.
The donation for the Icon Candles are $10.
Eternal Light-Candle

Health for Msgr Michael Moran by John & Linda Crans

Icon of Our Lord

Mike Pace by John & Linda Crans
Icon of Theotokos
Available

PRAYERS NEEDED

Parishioners Homebound: Dr Stephen Torday, Helen
Bruce, Nancy Nester, Andy Spisak & Sal & Gloria Solis.
Special needs: Frank Malinick, Susan Dean, James
Urchek, Lance Flambruse, Robert & Rita Pipta, Frances
Bisaha, Annabelle Rock, Kathy Gibbons, Michael
Bergeron, Helen Malinick, John Crans, Lisa Marich, Nina
Erickson, Chuck & Tanya Johnson, Joanne Kopko,
Angelica Villarin & A plea for employment,
Thanksgiving for grace received.

Expectant Mother: Guadelupe Ceron & Melissa Davies.
Clergy needs: Fr Christopher Zugger, Msgr Michael
Moran, Fr Robert Rankin, Fr Marcus Gomori & Fr Lee
Perry.
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ALL SOULS SATURDAYS FOR 2026 we have Five All
Souls Saturdays on which we commemorate by name our
beloved deceased.The dates for this year are: February 7,
February 28, March 7, March 14 and May 23, (the Saturday
before Pentecost Sunday).

Please use the special card in your Budget
Envelope Sets to print out your last name on the top of the
card and only the first names of the deceased you want to
remember and place the card and the envelope in the
Sunday collection basket or give it to Father. The donation
for the All Souls is given to the pastor “Stephen G Washko.”
The names are read during the Panachida after the
All Souls Memorial Liturgy.

Extra Bright Green Cards are available on the Greeting Shelf in
the Narthex of the church.

OR—On-line Giving go to our Web Page click on

“Donate”

annunciationbyzantine.org click on “DONATE”Thank

you for your generous tithing and special gifts to support

our Church and its Mission to bring Christ to the World.
Thank you!

MISSION TRIP TO ATHENS, GREECE (June 8-20,
2026) for young adults organized by the Office of Youth
and Young Adults Ministry of the Archeparchy of
Pittsburgh. This mission opportunity is open to young
adults ages 18-35, and as of now there are 7 spots still
available. See archpitt.org for more information.

Byzantine Youth Rally

The Byzantine Youth Rally provides Eastern Catholic
faith formation and fraternity for all teens (ages 13-18)
growing up in the Byzantine Catholic tradition. Together
with their peers, youth actively engage in living, growing
in, and promoting the Byzantine Catholic tradition.

All youth are given the opportunity to gather from across
the country for our biennial national Byzantine Youth
Rally or a Rally in our Eparchy. It's a great opportunity to
make new friends, form lasting relationships, pray, grow
spiritually, listen to inspiring talks from our Byzantine
leaders, support one another in the Faith, and just have
fun.

The next Byzantine Youth Rally will take place July
9-12,2026 in Cleveland, Ohio! Registration opens
soon.

TITHING AND ATTENDANCE REPORT
Our Stewardship for January 11
Attendance: 140 + Souls

Adult Tithes: $3,651.00, Youth tithes: $20.00, Candles:
$241.00, Coffee Social: $57.00, Sanctuary Fund: $170.00,
Holy Day: $410.00.

The tithes and contributions from Zelle and Tithly are not
shown in this report.

We are on ZELLE use angelgabriel995 to make your
contributions from your smart phone to our gift shop,
bake sale and tithings for our parish. Be sure to use the
memo.

ALL SOULS SATURDAY

Saturday is the day which the Church has set aside for the
commemoration of faithful departed this life in the hope
of resurrection to eternal life. Since the Divine Liturgy
cannot be served on weekdays during Great Lent, the
second, third, and fourth Saturdays of the Fast are
appointed as Soul Saturdays when the departed are
remembered at Liturgy.

In addition to the Liturgy, kolyva (wheat or rice
cooked with honey and mixed with raisins, figs, nuts,
sesame, etc.) is blessed in church on these Saturdays. The
kolyva reminds us of the Lord's words, "Unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if
it dies, it bears much fruit" (John 12:24).The kolyva
symbolizes the future resurrection of all the dead. As St
Simeon of Thessalonica (September 15) says, man is also
a seed which is planted in the ground after death, and will
be raised up again by God's power. St Paul also speaks of
this (I Cor. 15:35-49).

It is customary to give alms in memory of the
dead in addition to the prayers we offer for their souls.
The angel who spoke to Cornelius testifies to the efficacy
of almsgiving, "Your prayers and your alms have
ascended as a memorial before God" (Acts 10:4).

Memorial services for the dead may be traced
back to ancient times. Chapter 8 of the Apostolic
Constitutions recommends memorial services with
Psalms for the dead. It also contains a beautiful prayer for
the departed, asking that their voluntary and involuntary
sins be pardoned, that they be given rest with the
Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apostles in a place where
sorrow, suffering, and sighing have fled away (Isaiah
35:10). St John Chrysostom mentions the service for the
dead in one of his homilies on Philippians, and says that it
was established by the Apostles. St Cyprian of Carthage
(Letter 37) also speaks of our duty to remember the
martyrs.

The Holy Fathers also testify to the benefit of
offering prayers, memorial services, Liturgies, and alms
for the dead (St John Chrysostom, St Cyril of Jerusalem,
St John of Damascus, etc.). Although both the righteous
and those who have not repented and corrected
themselves may receive benefit and consolation from the
Church's prayer, it has not been revealed to what extent
the unrighteous can receive this solace. It is not possible,
however, for the Church's prayer to transfer a soul from a
state of evil and condemnation to a state of holiness and
blessedness. St Basil the Great points out that the time for
repentance and forgiveness of sins is during the present
life, while the future life is a time for righteous judgment
and retribution (Moralia 1). St John Chrysostom, St
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Gregory the Theologian, and other patristic writers concur
with St Basil's statement.

By praying for others, we bring benefit to them,
and also to ourselves, because "God is not so unjust as to
forget your work and the love which you showed for His
sake in serving the saints..." (Heb. 6:10).

Sunday of Zacchaeus

If individuals live only seventy years then a state, or a
nation, or a civilization, which may last for a thousand
years, is more important than an individual. But, if
Christianity is true, then the individual is not only more
important, but incomparably more important, for he is
everlasting and the life of a state or a civilization,
compared with his, is only a moment.

C.S. Lewis

Mere Christianity, bk 3, ch. 1

“For the great and powerful of this world, there
are only two places in which their courage fails them, of
which they are afraid deep down in their souls, from
which they shy away.

These are the manger and the cross of Jesus
Christ. No powerful person dares to approach the
manger, and this even includes King Herod. For this is
where thrones shake, the mighty fall, the prominent
perish, because God is with the lowly. Here the rich come
to nothing, because God is with the poor and hungry, but
the rich and satisfied he sends away empty. Before Mary,
the maid before the manger of Christ, before God in
lowliness, the powerful come to naught; they have not
right, no hope; they are judged.”

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer

"The Lord Honors Zacchaeus' Repentance"
The Homily of St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan:

Zacchaeus was "small of stature"; that is to say, he had no
hereditary title to greatness, and, like the heathen nations
generally, had little in the way of merits to recommend
him. Yet when he heard that the Lord and Savior was
approaching, he conceived a great desire to see Him - in
contrast to the Lord's own people, who had "received Him
not". But seeing Jesus is no easy matter. No one can see
Jesus so long as he maintains an earthly standpoint.
Moreover, Zacchaeus did not have the Law and the
Prophets as an aid to his nature. He therefore climbed up
into a sycamore tree, showing his contempt for the foolish
notions of dignity entertained by the Jews, and at the
same time correcting the errors of his own former way of
life. The result was that he was privileged to welcome
Jesus into the hospitality of his own home.

It was appropriate for him, too, to climb up into a
tree. In this way a good tree could produce good fruit; he
himself, a cutting, as it were, from his native wild olive,
was grafted onto the good olive - a thing which nature
could not do - and so was enabled to produce the fruits of
the Law. Yes, barren as were the branches of this olive
tree, its roots were holy, and ordinary Gentiles by their
faith in the resurrection overtopped its barren splendor, as
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though by raising themselves above it physically.
Zacchaeus, then, was in the sycamore tree; the blind man,
on the highway. The Lord waited for the blind man so as
to do him an act of kindness; Zacchaeus He made famous
by doing him the honor of staying in his house. Before
healing the blind man He interrogated him, but He invited
Himself unasked into the house of Zacchaeus. He knew
how rich would be the reward of such hospitality.
Moreover, He saw the publican's good dispositions
without waiting to hear his invitation.

But we must not give the impression that we are
scornful of the poor, by hurriedly turning away from the
poor blind man and giving our attention to the rich man.
The Lord waited for the poor man; we must do so too. Let
us interrogate him as Christ interrogated him - we,
because we are ignorant; Christ, because He knew. Let us
interrogate him and so learn how he came to be healed.
The reason for Christ's interrogation was that we might all
learn from this one man how we can merit to see the
Lord, and learn too that no man can be saved unless he
acknowledges the Lord.

Upcoming Events-Mark Your Calendar
-#- Friday-January 23 Clergy Eparchial Meeting
2:00 pm On-Line

-2 Friday-January 30 Feast of the Three Holy
Hierarchs -Simple Holy Day
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

-2 Sunday February 1 10:00 am Baptism/
Chrismation & Divine Liturgy Amelia Speitel
Deadline for submitting the Names for the All Souls
Saturday

-2~ Monday February 2 Encounter of our Lord with
Simeon & Anna Solemn Feast Day
7:30 pm Divine Liturgy

-2~ Saturday February 7 First All Souls Saturday
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
with the Reading of the Names

-2 Sunday February 15 Forgiveness Sunday

- Monday February 16 FIRST DAY OF THE
GREAT FAST— Strict Fast —No Meat or Dairy
Products.

7:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

-2 Wednesday February 18
7:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

-2 Saturday February 21 The Miracle of Theodore
And Blessing of the Honey Wheat (Kolyva)
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

-2 Sunday February 22 Collection for the Church in
Eastern Europe



