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Schedule of Holy Services

Sat Jan 31, Unmercenary Healers Cyrus & John,
p- 403
9:00 am Divine Liturgy God'’s blessing on
Manny Minjarez by James Yutronich
Hebrew Readings for Sunday
Isaiah 55:1-7, and Hosea 14: 1-9.

Sunday, Feb 1 SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
TONE 1, p. 125 & 216 (Baptism/Chrismation)

9:00 am Confessions & Choir Practice
9:40 am Third Hour
10:00 am Baptism/Chrismation of Amelia
Speitel Divine Liturgy
for our parish members
11:45 am ECF Classes & Enquiry Meet

Mon Feb 2, ENCOUNTER OF OUR LORD WITH
SIMEON & ANNA, Solemn Holy Day, P. 321
7:30 pm Divine Liturgy God'’s blessing on
Matthew Sandoval by Dcn Greg & Beth Gath

Tue Feb 3, Post-Festive Synaxis of Simeon &
Anna, p. 321

9:00 am Divine Liturgy God'’s blessing on
Bishop Artur Bubnevych on his First Anniversary
Ordained Bishop by Sally Rock

Wed Feb 4, Parish Office is Closed
No Morning Liturgy

Thur Feb 5, Post-Festive Woman Martyr Agatha,
p. 321

9:00 am Divine Liturgy God’s blessing on
Erin Nicole Henkhaus by James Ytronick

Fri Feb 6, Leave-taking of the Feast of the
Encounter, p. 321
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 40 day remembrance
for Margaret Mary Dessureault

Sat Feb 7 First All Souls Saturday, p. 428 & 432
9:00 am Divine Liturgy & Reading of the Names

Hebrew Readings for Sunday
Isaiah 26:20-27:13 & Joel 1:13-2: 13

Feb 8 SUNDAY OF MEAT FARE & TONE 2, P.
130 & 217

9:00 am Confessions & Choir Practice
9:40 am Third Hour

10:00 am Liturgy for our Parish Members
11:45 am ECF Classes & Enquiry Meet
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

erciful Father,
we implore you,
bring back the

prodigal sons and
daughters of our Church
who have left the Church
and grant us fervor when
our own hearts wander.
Give us also faithful
servants who answer your
call to the priesthood,
diaconate in Christ, as
well as consecrated monastics who serve and show your
same merciful lovingkindness, we pray you, hear and
have mercy.

“All that is mine is yours.” The merciful Father welcomed
the Prodigal Son and showed love to his brother when he
questioned that profound love which gave all that was his
to his children. Are you open to share that love of the
Father by a vocation to the priesthood, diaconate,
religious or monastic life? If so, contact the Vocations
Office at 602-861-9778 or email: vocations@ephx.org

LECTOR SCHEDULE

Choir practice at 9:00 am before the 10:00 am Divine
Liturgy. Contact Stephen Kopko

Feb 1 Kester Bailey Feb 8 Michael Petyo

Feb 15 Sherill Franklin Feb 22 George Petyo

7 DAY CANDLE OFFERING
The special envelopes are available on the greeting table.
The donation for the Icon Candles are $10.
Eternal Light-Candle
Birthday Brent Moresco by John & Linda Crans
Icon of Our Lord
Birthday Cailin Clements by John & Linda Crans
Icon of Theotokos
Msgr Michael Moran by Ed & Andrea Pribonic
Tetrapod
+Daniel Bergeron by Michael Bergeron
+Catherine Bergeron by Michael Bergeron



http://facebook.com/stephen.washko

Sunday of Prodigal Son

Tone 1

February 1, 2026

PRAYERS NEEDED

Parishioners Homebound: Dr Stephen Torday, Helen
Bruce, Nancy Nester, Andy Spisak & Sal & Gloria Solis.
Special needs: Joannie Kopko, Susan Dane, Frank
Malinick, Susan Dean, James Urchek, Lance Flambruse,
Robert & Rita Pipta, Frances Bisaha, Annabelle Rock,
Kathy Gibbons, Michael Bergeron, Helen Malinick, John
Crans, Nina Erickson, Chuck & Tanya Johnson, Joanne
Kopko, Angelica Villarin & A plea for employment,
Thanksgiving for grace received.

Expectant Mother: Guadelupe Ceron & Melissa Davies.
Clergy needs: Fr Christopher Zugger, Msgr Michael
Moran, Fr Robert Rankin, Fr Marcus Gomori & Fr Lee
Perry.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

+MARGARET AYALA, the grandmother of Alissa
Speitel and the great grandmother of Amelia(baptized this
morning) fell asleep in the Lord. Panachida Service after
the baptism this morning. Eternal Memory and Blessed
Repose.

+LISA MARICH fell asleep in the Lord this past week
and was buried privately with the family. Panachida
Service is scheduled February 8 after the Liturgy Eternal
Memory and Blessed Repose.

SPECIAL THANK YOU to the kind parishioner who
repaired the cracks on the south wall of the church and
repaired the rusted exit doors and the tile baseboards.

He had the contractor inspect the AC units. The air
ducts on the parish hall exposed to the elements had to be
resealed.

PIROHI WORKSHOP—-MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Friday Feb 20—filling making 9:00 am

Saturday Feb 21—filling and pinching that wonderful
Lenten treat

Saturday Mar 21 Paska Baking for Easter

TITHING AND ATTENDANCE REPORT
Our Stewardship for January 25
Attendance: 125 + Souls
Adult Tithes: $3,909.00, Candles: $223.00, Coffee Social:
$65.00, Holy Days: 35.00, Envelope Int: $10.00
The tithes and contributions from Zelle are not shown in
this report.
Sanctuary Fund Balance: (1-29-26) $114,522.56

YOUR CONTRIBUTION REPORTS were mailed this
week. Be sure to review it and let Irene Lovas or Fr
Stephen know if it needs to be corrected. Special thank
you to Irene for keeping the records and providing the
reports.

We are on ZELLE use angelgabriel995 to make your

contributions from your smart phone to our gift shop,

bake sale and tithings for our parish. Be sure to use the

memo.

OR—On-line Giving go to our Web Page click on

“Donate”

annunciationbyzantine.org click on “DONATE”Thank

you for your generous tithing and special gifts to support

our Church and its Mission to bring Christ to the World.
Thank you!

ALL SOULS SATURDAYS FOR 2026 we have Five All
Souls Saturdays on which we commemorate by name our
beloved deceased.The dates for this year are: February 7,
February 28, March 7, March 14 and May 23, (the Saturday
before Pentecost Sunday).

Today if the deadline for your list.

MISSION TRIP TO ATHENS, GREECE (June 8-20,
2026) for young adults organized by the Office of Youth
and Young Adults Ministry of the Archeparchy of
Pittsburgh. This mission opportunity is open to young
adults ages 18-35, and as of now there are 7 spots still
available. See archpitt.org for more information.

Upcoming Events-Mark Your Calendar

‘2. Today-February 1 deadline for the list of names of
our deceased to be remembered on All Souls
Saturday

-2 Monday February 2 Encounter of our Lord with
Simeon & Anna Solemn Feast Day
7:30 pm Divine Liturgy

-2~ Saturday February 7 First All Souls Saturday
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
with the Reading of the Names

‘2. Sunday February 15 Forgiveness Sunday

-2 Monday February 16 FIRST DAY OF THE
GREAT FAST— Strict Fast —No Meat or Dairy
Products.

7:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

‘2 Wednesday February 18
7:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

-2 Saturday February 21 The Miracle of Theodore
And Blessing of the Honey Wheat (Kolyva)
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Pirohi Workshop

-2 Sunday February 22 Collection for the Church in
Eastern Europe

-#- Saturday March 21 Paska Baking for Easter
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The Encounter of our Lord, Jesus Christ with the
Prophet Simeon & the Prophetess Anna

By Jessica Harmon

It seems like I’'m always talking about calendars. Today is
no exception. There are so many layers to today.

Astronomically, February 2 is the midpoint between the
winter solstice and the spring equinox. Many traditions
have a holiday near today to mark this seasonal transition.
We have made it 6 weeks past midwinter, and so the days
are noticeably longer. It’s almost 6pm before it’s
completely dark. Tomorrow the sun will rise before 7a for
the first time. Spring is not here yet, but I can believe it’s
on the way.

After the fall harvest and when the ground was too frozen
to work, tasks moved into workshops rather than fields.
One of the traditional tasks of winter was to prepare
candles for use throughout the year. Those candles might
have been presented to the church as a tithe, just as
sheep’s wool or grain would have been presented at other
times of the year. That is one reason why we are blessing
candles today.

Today is 40 days after Christmas. 40 days after Jesus was
born. He’s still a newborn, but his parents are growing
more confident in taking him out in the world. 40 days
after giving birth to a son is when a mother was blessed
and gave thanks for safely making it through childbirth.
This was called “purification” or in older prayerbooks
“churching of women.” It was less about a mother being
somehow impure and more about giving thanks and
giving time for recovery from birth. A sort of maternity
leave, maybe. Our prayerbook now calls this
“Thanksgiving for the birth of a child.” Today we give
thanks that Mary was safely delivered of her child and
joyously welcome her back into community life after
recovering from childbirth.

Today is the day that Jesus was presented in the temple.
According to the law of Moses, presenting the firstborn
male as an offering to God was done for all livestock
animals. This was to remember and give thanks to God
for delivering Israel from slavery in Egypt. The final
plague in Egypt was the death of the firstborn, but the
Israelites were saved at that first Passover with the
sacrifice of a lamb. A firstborn son is dedicated to God
and redeemed at the temple 40 days after birth with an
offering. The offering should be 5 shekels, a lamb, and a
dove, but if the family is poor, they bring 2 doves. Jesus’
parents brought 2 doves as their offering for the
purification of Mary and for the redemption of their
firstborn son.

Mary and Joseph were probably not the only people
presenting firstborns in the temple that day. I bet they
were excited. Their baby’s first trip to the temple!
Probably their first big outing with the baby! Time to
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show him off to the world. They were doing a special
thing that only happens once in mother’s lifetime, but I
wonder if they felt small and insignificant, bringing 2
doves rather than the lamb and doves and money offering
that others could afford? Here they were, with this not-
quite-newborn-anymore baby, a child whose birth was
announced by angels and prophetic dreams, and they
were redeeming him with 2 doves. It seems inadequate.

But it wasn’t really about the sacrifice of the doves. The
practice of redemption of the firstborn was about
presenting to God the things that belong to God. The law
of Moses traced it back to deliverance from Egypt. But
the practice of presenting the firstfruits to God, offering
the very best you have to God, that goes all the way back
to Cain and Abel in chapter 4 of Genesis. Abel brought
the first lambs of his flock, the best lambs. Everything we
have ultimately comes from God. Everything that Mary
and Joseph had belonged to God. They presented Jesus at
the temple, the firstborn son, because he already belonged
to God.

And that offering of Jesus to God was affirmed and
celebrated in the response of Simeon and Anna. Luke
doesn’t tell us the exact words of Anna’s prophecy. Just
that she spoke to everyone who would listen about the
redemption of Israel. It was Jesus the firstborn son who
was redeemed with two doves, but it was the entirety of
God’s people who would be redeemed by the offering of
Jesus. Jesus was a human being, redeemed with an
offering like any other firstborn. God offers Jesus, God
offers his firstborn, only son, Jesus, who is God himself,
as the redemption for us. Jesus shared flesh and blood
with us, the letter to the Hebrews says. Jesus was a baby
and grew into an adult just like any of us, and that’s what
makes Jesus able to destroy death with his own death.

Luke tells us what Simeon said when he saw Jesus:

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,
whom you have prepared for all the world to see.
A Light to enlighten the nations,

and the glory of your people Israel.

Jesus is the savior. The light that enlightens all nations.
Simeon has been waiting his whole life for this. On this
winter day, halfway to spring, we can finally see the light
winning. Mary’s tiny first born baby, redeemed with a
humble offering of two doves, is God in flesh and blood.
Jesus gave his own flesh and blood as an offering to
redeem all people. These eyes of mine have seen the
Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see.
A light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your

people Israel.



